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Thanks to the vision and generosity of one remarkable 

woman, Forest Park Golf Course is undergoing a series of 

much-needed upgrades – a lasting tribute to a lifelong 

golfer whose passion for the course lives on.

A $74,000 grant from the Wabash Valley Community Foundation, 
made possible through the Mary Ann Hicks Fund for Forest Park Golf 
Course, is supporting major upgrades to the course’s landscaping, 
irrigation system, cart paths, restrooms and shelters.

The grant originates from a legacy left by Mary Ann “Ann” Hicks, 
a cherished member of the Forest Park community and longtime 
resident whose home overlooked hole four. Hicks, a regular in the 
Ladies League and an enthusiastic golfer, passed away in 2020 
at 87. Her generous spirit still resonates through the fairways she 
once played on, thanks to her decision to establish an endowed 

fund through her estate.

“It has been remarkable to see how much she thought of the golf 
course,” said Troy Farris, Forest Park’s Director of Golf. “Her generosity 
helps us maintain some of the bigger-ticket items necessary for 
the upkeep of the course. It has been a blessing – it really has.”

Hicks was a 1951 graduate of Brazil High School and earned her 
associate’s degree from Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri. 
She retired from Bemis Company, Inc. in 1994 after a long career 
as an ofÏce and computer services manager. But it was golf and 
Forest Park that captured her heart.

“She approached me one day about golf lessons,” Farris 
recalled. “She was tired of struggling and wanted to improve 
her game. We just kind of bonded over that. She was a very 
classy lady, with a dry sense of humor and a mind sharp as 
a tack.”

Designated funds are a great way for individuals to support 
something they care deeply about – not just once, but every 
year into the future. Hicks created a legacy of generosity that 
reflects her love for Forest Park and her community. Today, as 
improvements unfold across the course, Farris says her memory 
is never far from his mind.

“To me, Ann Hicks will always have a presence at this course,” he 
said. “Her gift has already done so much good and will continue 
to make a difference for generations of golfers to come.”
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LEVERAGING THE GIFT VIII 

MATCHING FUNDS 

Lilly Endowment Inc.’s GIFT VIII initiative allows the 
Community Foundation to match contributions made 

to any unrestricted community grant fund. Below are 
examples of gifts eligible to be matched:

	 Cash or cash equivalents

	 Marketable securities, such as stock

	 Gifts of real estate

	� Certain charitable gifts in which the donor retains income 
for life

The gift must be made to an unrestricted community grant fund 

to be eligible for the match.

Please contact the Community Foundation at 812-232-2234 to 

learn more about how you can leverage the GIFT VIII matching 

funds and triple your gift!

As summer winds down, now is the perfect time to 

start planning your year-end charitable giving. At the 
Community Foundation, we encourage donors to take 

a thoughtful and strategic approach to philanthropy – 

especially this year, when your generosity can go even 

further thanks to Lilly Endowment Inc.’s GIFT VIII initiative.

Through GIFT VIII, eligible contributions made to community grant 
funds may qualify for a $2-for-$1 match, tripling the impact of your 
giving. Matching dollars are limited – and planning is key to taking 
full advantage.

Here’s how you can prepare now to make the most of your year-
end giving:

ALIGN GIVING WITH YOUR 

FINANCIAL GOALS

Start the conversation early with your financial adviser or our team 
to see how charitable strategies – such as establishing a Donor-
Advised Fund (DAF) – can help you meet your philanthropic goals 
while maximizing tax advantages. Early planning gives you the 
flexibility to make the most informed decisions.

MAXIMIZE IMPACT THROUGH 

MATCHING FUNDS

Every dollar you contribute to eligible endowed funds can be 
matched with two dollars, significantly increasing the value of 
your charitable gift. Matching funds are limited, so the sooner you 
give, the greater your chances of leveraging this extraordinary 
opportunity.

EXPLORE COMPLEX GIVING OPTIONS

If you’re considering more sophisticated giving strategies such as a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your IRA or the creation 
of a charitable trust, begin the process early. These options often 
require more time and coordination but can provide significant 
financial and philanthropic benefits.

PLAN FOR LONG-TERM GIVING

Even if your final gift is made in December, use this time to plan. 
Establishing a fund or recurring gift now allows you to build a 
legacy of giving that supports the causes you care about well 
into the future.

Contact us today at 812-232-2234 to maximize your giving.
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WILLIAM “BILLY” 
ARNETT	
Smith Fuels Inc.

MYRON BARTLETT
Bob & Susan 
	 McCammon

CHRIS BURK
Rick & Kelli Miller

GERRI BURSKEY
Leo Burskey

JUNE CHAMBERS
Jerry & Paula 
	 Hochstetler

JOHN RICHARD 
COLLINS, III
Anonymous
Saundra Dyer
IBEW Local Union 
	 #725
Jeffrey Layne
Monte & Sandy Reece 
	 & Family 
Dennis & Jeri Stark
Chuck & Bertie 
	 Stafford

VIOLET KATHRYN 
“KAY” CROWDER
James Clawson

MARILYN SUE 
CUNNINGHAM
Mark Howell

MARY PILIPOVICH
Jonathan & Ashton  
	 Eilbracht

STEVEN LEE 
FEUQUAY
Wright, Shagley & 		
	 Lowery, P.C.

GAYLA (UHEY) 
FOOTE
Mark Howell

DALE GRIFFIN
Anonymous 

DR. ROBERT  
“BOB” GRIFFIN
Dr. & Mrs. Richard  
	 Watson

SARAH JANE 
BLANN GRIGGS
Sullivan HS Class  
	 of 1964

DENNIS “DIGGER” 
HAMILTON
Page Farms

MARIAN 
HARRISON
Don Harrison

GEORGELYN 
HARRY
Wright, Shagley &  
	 Lowery, P.C.

JIMMIE 
HENDRICKS
Jerry & Paula  
	 Hochstetler

CINDY HOLLER
Wright, Shagley &  
	 Lowery, P.C.

RALPH IRVIN
Jim & Susan Smith

JAN HIGGINS 
JERRY
Norma Beymer

KENNETH 
KIMMELL
John & Rita Knotts
Steve & Elizabeth  
	 Oshel
Alan & Sandra Pierce

MARK ALLEN 
LAFFOON
Larry & Patti Mayfield

JAMES HENRY 
LUSTIG
Mark Howell

ANDREW DAVID 
“DAVE” MANN
Gene & Dottie Culver
Carmen Drake
Donna Kuffner
Tim & Andrea  
	 Niedenthal
Dottie Norris
Charlie Owens

RICHARD LEE 
MCCOWEN
Wright, Shagley &  
	 Lowery, P.C.

LAURA BROOKE 
MCDONALD
Mary Catherine  
	 Gephart

GEORGE 
EDWIN “EDDIE” 
MCDONNALL
Jim & Susan Smith

ROBERT E. 
MCLAUGHLIN
Jerry & Paula  
	 Hochstetler

NORMAN RAY 
MCQUEEN
Diann & Craig McKee
Staunton HS Class  
	 of 1964

TRACI K. MILLER
Bradley Miller

JACK MEANY 
Terry & Beth Tevlin

ALICE ANNE PERRY
Terry & Beth Tevlin

JENNY PIKER
Amanda Kibler

PHYLLIS J. 
PROCTOR 
Denise & John Bell
Tana Holzmeyer
Drs. Thomas &  
	 Norma Schmitz

Terry & Beth Tevlin
Becky Wright

MIKE & DONNA 
QUAIN
Jean & David Wright

GARNET REED
Doretta Brown Piety  
	 Cousins
Jeri, Susan, Meredith,  
	 LouAnn & Tammy
Alan Reed & Dianna  
	 Knox
Beverly Payne
Rotary Club of Brazil  
	 Indiana, Inc.
Alan & Betsy  
	 Stevenson
Thomas Family

CAMDEN SCOTT 
ROMAS
Jane Penry

DIXIE RUDY
Dixie L. Platt & Michael  
	 E. Burke
Bill & Mary Jo  
	 Campbell
Nathan Fernandez
Sylvia K. Hill
Terry & Beth Tevlin

EMILY SHAGLEY 
Ellen Brattain Roberts

CHARLOTTE SHIKE
Celeste & Greg Cali
Laura & Joseph  
	 Fratello
Adeline Fricchione
Hamilton Center, Inc.
Lou Anne Jennings

Rick Koenig & June  
	 Sprock
Norm, Sally &  
	 Christine Lowery
John & Dorene Lynch
Theodora Perry
Fred & Nancy Rubey
Kent & Sandy Taylor
Scott & Angela Ziemer

PLEN J. SMITH, II
Wright, Shagley & 	  
	 Lowery, P.C.

JOHN & VICKI 
SWITZER
Dr. J. Matt Switzer

CAMERON JOSEPH 
TAYLOR
Marylla & Don Millard
Georgiann Wilson

SHIRLEY 
TOWNSEND
Jim & Susan Smith

BRIAN WESNER
Mary Anna  
	 (Roseberry) Miller

LOIS ANDREWS
Mary Anna 		
	 (Roseberry) Miller

THRIVE WEST 
CENTRAL
Ryan Keller

HONORARIUMS

MEMORIALS

NEW FUNDS

Ronald and Marsha Danielson
Community Fund

Gary and Carolyn Enochs 
Endowment Fund

Mary F. Smith Long Fund

John Mark and Mary Ann
Wilcox Moore Endowment Fund

YMCA Vigo County Project Fund
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V  I want to leverage the $2-for-$1 unrestricted match!

V  I want to contribute to the 	        	        fund.

Enclosed is my contribution of $	 	 This gift is for:     V Clay County     V Sullivan County     V Vigo County

	To receive an acknowledgment of your gift, please fill out the information below:

Name 	 	 Address 			 

City 	  	 State 	 	 Zip 	

Telephone 	 	 Email 			 

This contribution is:   V in memory of   or   V in honor of  					      	

Please notify the following individual of my gift: 

Name 	 	 Address 			 

City 	  	 State 	 	 Zip 	

Please send this form and your contribution to: Wabash Valley Community Foundation, 200 South 8th Street, Terre Haute, IN 47807.
Donations can also be made online at wvcf.org/donate.



wvcf.org  |  812.232.2234

BOARD OF DIREC T ORS

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

200 South 8th Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47807

Return Service Requested

The Wabash Valley Community Foundation is 

a tax-exempt public charity created by and for 

the people in Clay, Sullivan and Vigo counties. 

The Community Foundation enables people with 

philanthropic interests to easily and effectively 
support the issues and organizations they care 

about – immediately or through their estate plans.

Lea Anne Crooks,

	 Chair

Janell Chatman,  

	 Vice Chair

Travis Behem

Daniel Bradley

Sara Clark

Brian Dougherty

Karen Dyer

David Friedrich

Christopher Himsel

Summer Long, 		

	 Treasurer

Conrad Koehler,  

	 Secretary

Dianna Knox

Jennifer Lincoln

Santhana Naidu

Ally Orwig

Brennan Randolph

Brian Ross

Aaron Warner

We’re pleased to share that the Wabash 

Valley Community Foundation has again 

earned reaccreditation through the 

National Standards for U.S. Community 

Foundations® – the highest measure of 

excellence for our field.

This national reaccreditation reflects our continued 
commitment to transparency, integrity and strong 

stewardship as we work to serve the residents and communities 
of the Wabash Valley.

The reaccreditation process is rigorous. It requires us to demonstrate 
that our policies and practices meet a wide range of standards 
related to donor services, investment oversight, grantmaking 

and operations. These benchmarks exceed legal requirements 
and represent the best practices of high-performing community 
foundations nationwide.

This achievement matters because it afÏrms the trust that donors, 
fundholders and community partners place in us. When you 

NATIONAL STANDARDS, LOCAL COMMITMENT 

establish a fund, make a planned gift or recommend 
a grant, you are relying on us to manage those 
resources wisely and fulfill your charitable goals. 
Reaccreditation confirms that we are doing just that.

As of June 30, we manage more than $116 million in 
assets, which supports a wide range of community 
priorities – from scholarships and education to 
healthcare, the arts, senior services, environmental 

projects, economic development, and more. These funds allow 
us to meet local opportunities while honoring the wishes of those 
who make our work possible.

We are proud to continue serving Clay, Sullivan and Vigo counties 
with excellence and care. This reaccreditation is more than a 

milestone – it’s a reflection of the trust you’ve placed in us and our 
shared commitment to building a stronger, more vibrant Wabash 
Valley.

Thank you for being part of this work. We look forward to all we 
will continue to accomplish together.


